Johnson County NAACP # 4038

Information Meeting

Zoom host Jay Holbert: ID 842 7244 9325

September 1, 2020

Issues: 1. The online posting of laughing students in Gardner, Kansas,  reenacting the assault on George Floyd.

           2. Assault of preteen female student by a preteen  male student in Shawnee, Kansas.
Call to order: Meeting called to order at 7:10 by the President, Fred Jones, Jr., noting that information from The President of the Kansas State Conference of Branches, that she is aware and that this issues is being followed.  He stated that the City Manager in Gardner is aware of the incident. The President is seeking input from the Executive Committee on additional leadership steps that our Unit should take. Contacting the Mayor and City Administrator  (? same as City Manager) is being considered. 
Discussion points:
*The National 8 Steps program was shared with Johnson County Police Chiefs at the last forum.  *Gardner is one of the Departments who have not responded. 

* Community is aware of the incident; Shown on Facebook.  The “I can’t breath” video.
*Students postings on Facebook are saying that this is not an isolated incident.

*The City of Gardner has no ‘Hate Crime” policy.  * The City is not involved.

*One of the students in the video has a parent who is a school employee.

*School Boards are known to hold students responsible for incidents that occur away from school property.
*There may be handbook policies and codes of conduct to reference.
*Schools have investigated cyber bullying and hate crimes.

*The behavior is hateful but not a crime.

*How to initiate Sensitivity Training needs to be in the conversation.

*How have other Units is Kansas guided their communities through incidents like this. Let’s hear their 1st steps and code of conduct.
*What should be the consequences of this behavior.
*Is the Johnson County District Attorney involved.

*Has there been contact with our Unit and the victim’s family.
*What, if anything, has the Gardner School Board done.

Follow up suggestions and actions:

*A date and time to meet with The District Attorney.

*State Board of Education needs to be aware.

*Both families must stay informed.
*Propose awareness training on what they’re doing and why it is wrong.
*Establish what our expectations are.

* involve the City, for there will eventually be laws established.

*Develop a list of training books. Gather resources that will get the message across.

*Approach should always be beneficial.

*Post on our website, issues and resolutions.

*Let’s use all avenues in incident resolutions.
Unit actions:  *President will contact the School Board, Mayor and City Administrator to arrange a meeting. *Establish expectations and training. * Develop plans and policies on what to do when these incidents occur *Do fact finding.  *Secure training material.  
Issue #2: The President will meet with others and reach out to the Shawnee Parents, the Chief of Police, Sam Larson and the FBI;  All who has a stake in the community.
Notes;
*The Shawnee Student has an attorney and a Pastor Spokes person.

*They should know that we are available to assist.

*Draft a public statement of our awareness and sadness about the incident.

*The young man has been charged.

*This incident may be brought up in Juvenile Justice Board Meeting.

*Elisha Williams will establish a list of resourceful books.

*Gloria Snowden will lead in developing a letter to all school in Johnson County sharing that the NAACP is available to help.
Announcement: from Marva Johnson that Unit members are invited to be Partners in The Community Review Board.

Comments: from the President expressed his gratitude and thanks for the insightful discussions and  cooperation from the Executive Committee.

Closing Prayer: led by Bernard Rogers.

Adjournment: All business complete, Meeting adjourned by the President at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie George
